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Hugh Nibley answers a series of questions about what became of church
authority and doctrine in the centuries following the ministry of Jesus Christ.
He compares scriptural prediction with historical fulfillment to answer ques-
tions like “What became of general authority in the church?” and “Would
God allow his church to be destroyed?”
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QUESTIONS ON AUTHORITY
AND
PASSAGES FOR DISCUSSION
(The Apostasy)

Hugh Nibley, PHD

1. How did the world receive Jesus Christ? Chist came into the world
was. rejected
left the world

A. The Prediction: Lk. 17:22-23 As in other dispensations--Noah and Abraham were
rejected

Mt. 16:17 Elias rejected: "Likewise shall also the Soun of
' man euffer of them."
Jn. 3332, 3:11, etec. "and vo man receivecth his testimony. . ."
So he leaves the world:. '"Ye shall seek me and shsll not find
@8, o o' Jn. F234, 13:33, 14:30, 14:12, etc.

B. The Fulfillment: In scripture and history (espescially John)

II. What became of his servants? (Mk. 13:34.}
A. The Prediction: They ars to be as coampietely rejected as the Master.
Jn. 15:20 ££, 16:2, 17:4, 17:14, ete.
And be put to death in the same manner: )
Mt, 8:34. . . whoever rollows Christ can expect s&::h fate.
Lk, 21:16 £, . . Ye shall be hated by all men.

Their object is not to establish an insgtitution, bu’ to enter
-another kingdom:

Lk, 22:29 "I appoint unto you a kingdem . "
Acts 14:22 '"We must through mush tribulaticn enter into
the kingdom. . " .

Their preaching is to be not to the ear of faith, but as a witness
against those who shall not beliave. (Acts 18:5.)

As in all other dispensations /Noah, A>vaham, Moses, etc.),
after the vitness comes the epi, Me. “4:14, not the Church.

"God hath sent forth us the ~postle; last, as it were
appomtad to daatha @ o“ (I cora "'9)

B. The Falfillment:

The Peeudo-Gaspela tell of the emashing success Werywhere enjoyed by ths
Apostles, thanks to their spectacular miiacles p«rfermed on the stages of
crewded theaters. In view of the pzophscies of Carist and the apostles,

what is the significapece of thase storiss?








































































